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1. CALL TO ORDER 
 

The meeting was called to order by Crawley at 9:36 a.m. 
 

2. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 

Crawley called for a motion to approve the Advanced Practice (AP) Committee Minutes of 
September 30, 2005. Carey-Lee noted an error in her statement on page 3, line 2. Martinez 
moved, Carey-Lee seconded, and it was unanimously carried to approve the minutes of 
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September 30, 2005, amended on page 3, line 2, to delete “cannot” prove, and add “usually 
have to” prove.  
 

3. OLD BUSINESS 
 

Grady gave an overview regarding the subcommittee’s tentative plan for the NP education 
day including the purpose and three main objectives. Target audience would include NP’s, 
employers, facility based credentialing offices, educators and students. The meeting would be 
scheduled as an all day session in September 2006, with the location targeted to be an ASU 
facility.  
 
The overall purpose of the day would be to encourage communication and increase 
understanding about the differences in educational and clinical preparation, certification 
requirements and scope of practice of the various NP specialties.  
 
The three proposed objectives were to: 
1. Explain the unique role and boundaries of nurse practitioner practice consistent with legal 
principles and recognized national standards. 
2. Describe the educational preparation, certification requirements, and scope of practice for 
selected specialty areas of nurse practitioner practice. 
3. Apply the regulations of the Arizona Nurse Practice Act and Rules to: 
• Determine requirements for initial certification and continuing certification; 
• Develop a sound basis for increasing competency within a scope of practice. 
 
Widemark suggested using the word “explore” instead of using the word “explain” in 
objective 1.  Discussion was held and recommendation was made to amend to read “explore 
and explain.”  
 
An audience member expressed concern that she heard the Board was opposed to FNPs 
practicing in subspecialties such as cardiology. 
 
Grady stated that at the previous AP committee meeting these types of concerns were 
discussed and suggested the minutes of the previous meeting be reviewed by those with 
concerns. Grady clarified the Board’s concerns involved extremes in crossing over from one 
broad specialty area to another broad specialty area without appropriate preparation. Grady 
gave examples such as a new graduate FNP wanting to practice as a pediatric intensivist in 
the ICU, or an FNP wanting to practice as a Psychiatric/MH NP without the appropriate 
advanced practice preparation. Grady stated the Board did not have concerns about 
subspecialization within the NP’s broad preparation, such as an FNP working with 
cardiology patients.  
 
Discussion from the audience that people want more definitive statements, guidelines and 
clarity and that there was anxiety about the NP scope for NPs who are new graduates or NPs 
who are looking to change roles, and a question was raised if decisions would be on a case-
by-case basis.   
 
Grady responded that the regulations specify that NPs complete a program in their designated 
specialty area and obtain national certification in that specialty area and that is not expected 
to change because it is in regulation. Grady invited people with questions about their 
individual preparations to call the Board. Ridenour suggested that they read Article 5 and the 
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Rules in their entirety and if they find it confusing to provide suggestions for improving 
clarity or improving the way the Rules are written. 
 
Question was raised about how NPs expand or extend their depth of practice and what the 
Board accepts as continuing education for that purpose.   
 
Discussion was refocused on the plan for the education day and to continue discussion about 
scope related questions under agenda item for future meetings.  
 
After a brief discussion about posting information on the website and placing a FAQ section 
in the newsletter Pierce moved, Hileman seconded, and it was unanimously carried to accept 
the education day plan, with comments, and continue the planning process, with the next sub-
committee meeting to be held on January 31, 2006.  
 

4. NEW BUSINESS 
 

A. Proposed Revision to Article 5 Rules 
Grady reported on the proposed minor revisions to Article 5 Rules package that was 
passed on November 13, 2005. The committee reviewed the proposed changes. 

 
B. NP Re-entry Into Practice 

After committee discussion regarding re-entry into practice for NPs who have allowed 
their certification to lapse and have been out of practice for a period of time, Rich 
moved, Carey-Lee seconded, and it was unanimously carried to approve formation of a 
sub-committee on NP re-entry into practice. Volunteers for the committee included 
Nancy Cisar, Anita Martinez, Don Pierce and Claretta Munger. 

 
The meeting recessed at 11:17 a.m. and reconvened at 11:28 a.m. 

 
C. 2006 Meeting Dates 

Meeting dates for 2006 were confirmed as follows:  
April 7, 2006 
July 14, 2006 
October 20, 2006 

 
5. ITEMS FOR AGENDA FOR FUTURE MEETINGS 
 

Recommendation was made for discussion of education/measurement of competencies for 
expanding NP depth of practice.  
 

6. FUTURE MEETING DATES 
 

Next meeting will be April 7, 2006, beginning at 9:30 a.m. 
 
7. ADJOURNMENT 
 

Crawley adjourned the meeting at 12:14 p.m. 
 
 
MINUTES SUBMITTED/APPROVED BY: 
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