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NURSE PRACTICE ACT STEERING COMMITTEE 

MINUTES 

NOVEMBER 1, 2007 

 
  
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MEMBERS PRESENT: 
 
Joyce Benjamin, RN 
Kathryn L. Busby, JD 
Theresa Crawley, RN CRNA 
Mary Griffith, RN 
Gregory Harris, JD 
Rory Hays, RN 
Kathy A. Scott, RN  
Mardy Taylor, RN 
 
BOARD STAFF ATTENDING: 
 
Pam Randolph, Associate Director, Education 
Judy Bontrager, Associate Director, Operations 

MEMBERS ABSENT: 
 
Anne McNamara, PhD RN 
Steve Myers 
 
GUESTS PRESENT: 
 
Brandon Coakley, Williams & Associates 
Kimberly Gordon, ASU Student 
Sandy Klinikowski, Asst. CNO 
Rodney Moffett, CRNA 
Mary Wojnakowski, AzANA 
 

  
I. CALL TO ORDER/INTRODUCTIONS/APPROVAL MINUTES 
 

Randolph called the meeting to order at 1:00 p.m. and welcomed members of the 
committee. 

 
II.  REVIEW/APPROVE MINUTES OF OCTOBER 18, 2007 

 
A correction on page 3 of the October 18, 2007 minutes under 32-1603 Qualifications of 
Board Members should include advanced practice experience, and will read as follows:  
“Qualifications of board members will remain the same with the provision that one or 
more members have CNA and Advanced Practice experience in their background.  
Committee members would appreciate more members on the board that are currently 
engaging in direct patient care.” 
 
Busby moved and Crawley seconded to approve the Nurse Practice Act Steering 
Committee meeting minutes for October 18, 2007 with correction.  The motion carried. 
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III. REVIEW DRAFT 3: DISCUSSION OF BARRIERS/CHANGES NEEDED TO 
NURSE PRACTICE ACT & POTENTIAL EVIDENCE TO SUPPORT 
REVISIONS 
 
Randolph sent a copy of the suggested statutory changes to Hays who incorporated the 
suggestions in to the statutes.  Committee members reviewed and discussed the draft 
changes Hays made to the revised statutes. 
 
32-1601 Definitions 
 
32-1601.2 
Advanced Practice Nurse 
Wojnakowski objected to the definition of Advanced Practice Nurse maintaining that 
CRNAs are not certified by the Board.  The statement will be changed as follows: 
“Advanced Practice Nurse is a registered nurse certified or recognized by the Board as a 
nurse practitioner, nurse midwife, clinical nurse specialist or certified registered nurse 
anesthetist.”   
 
32-1601.11 
Nursing Assistants   
Randolph will review the clause “…in a location where a nursing assistant is required by 
law to be certified” to determine if it is necessary to be included in the definition of 
nursing assistant. 
 
32-1601.14   
Practical Nursing 
The words “within the scope of practice” will be removed.   
 
32-1601.16 
Registered Nursing 
The words “within the scope of practice” will be removed.   
 
32-1601.17 
Registered Nurse, Graduate Nurse, or Professional Nurse 
Randolph offered that because the title “registered nurse” is protected the definition is not 
necessary.  This item will therefore be removed. 
 
32-1601.19 
Unprofessional Conduct  
Members suggested specifying criminal charges under 32-1601.19.m.  
 
 
32-1602 Board of Nursing 
32-1601.A  
While committee members stated that it may be difficult to find a certified nursing 
assistant that would be in a position to commit to a five-year term and be present for three 
days when the board is scheduled to meet, it was the consensus that 32-1601(A) will state 
“…one member shall be a certified nursing assistant or certified nursing assistant 
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educator.”  Members also discussed the value in mandating a position for an advanced 
practice nurse and the impact on future Board member placement. 
 
32-1602.D.3 
Members discussed the fact that Board member duties include Board meetings, 
committee meetings, and settlement conferences. Committee members agreed to keep the 
statement “Failure to attend three consecutive meetings of the Board” and reference 
§38.291.  
 
 
32-1603 Qualifications of Board Members
32-1603.D 
Members requested this item number criterion as follows:  1) certified and practicing; 2) 
practice within five years; and 3) currently employed as an instructor or coordinator.  
Hays will clarify the provision “within five years of appointment”. 
 
32-1603.E 
This item will read as follows:  “Each advanced practice nurse shall be certified or 
recognized pursuant to this chapter and actively engaged in the practice of advanced 
practice nursing or teaching advanced practiced nursing for at least three years preceding 
the appointment.”  
 
 
32-1606 Power and Duties of Board 
 
32-1606.A.7 
Adopt rules for the certification of school nurses if the state board of education does not 
require school nurses to be certificated.  This statement will be deleted. 
 
32-1606.A.12 
Members discussed what constitutes a modified license, and discussed disability and 
whether it is a matter for employers to address.  Harris asked the Committee to consider 
whether the evidentiary basis for the determination of modified licenses will be part of 
the public record.  Harris stated that with regard to modified licenses, it must be clear 
which modified license is a result of discipline and which is not.  It was the consensus of 
the Committee to remove the word “physical” under the definition of modified license, 
and remove the word “qualified” in this section. 
 
32-1606.A.13 
Hays will re-write to include education. 
  
32-1605.A.14 
Committee members expressed concern with this statement.  Randolph offered that it 
would be in the best interest of the Board and licensees to adopt an administrative 
solution to include an option on every application that asks the applicant to indicate 
which address may be made public (mailing, home, or business).  It was the consensus of 
the Committee to include a statement on applications and to not add item #14. 
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32-1606.B.1 
This item will read as follows:  “Establish standards for nursing programs and courses 
preparing persons for licensing, certification or recognition under this chapter, recognize 
national nursing accrediting agencies and provide for surveys of schools it deems 
necessary.”   
 
32-1606.B.10 
This item will read as follows:  “Determine and administer appropriate disciplinary action 
as provided by this section against all persons and nursing programs who are recognized, 
licensed, certified or approved under this chapter and who are found guilty of violating 
this chapter or rules adopted by the Board.” 
 
32-1606.C. 
Hays will include the words “nursing programs”. 
 
 
32-1609. Register of Licenses and Certificates; Change of Address 
 
32-1609.A.1 
The word “residence” will be removed under 32-1609.B and 32-1609.C. to be consistent 
with 32-1605.A.14 in allowing the licensee to determine which address will be part of the 
pubic record.  The Board will continue to collect home addresses for notification 
purposes.  
 
Members discussed the Board’s jurisdiction as it pertains to the certification of a 
registered nurse anesthetist.  The Board can only restrict the RN license in disciplinary 
matters.  Wojnakowski maintained that a registered nurse anesthetist can only practice 
with an unrestricted registered nurse license.  The public or potential employers may 
contact the nationally recognized certifying body (CCNA or CNOR) to obtain the status 
of a nurse anesthetist’s certification.  Members agreed to include the word “recognize” 
under 32-1609.A.  
 
 
32-1631. Acts and Persons Not Affected by Chapter 
 
32-1631.3 
This item will read as follows:  Nursing by duly enrolled pre-licensure students under 
competent supervision in approved nursing programs or advanced practice nursing by 
duly enrolled students as part of a program approved or recognized by the Board 
provided the student is licensed to practice registered nursing in this state.   
 
Wojnakowski recommended separating registered nursing students from advanced 
practice students.  Wojnakowski suggested the following language to ensure that the 
student is engaging these activities in the role of a student and not practicing outside of 
the program:  32-1631.4. Advanced practice nursing by students enrolled in an accredited 
educational program recognized by the Board as a part of such course of study is licensed 
to practice in the state. 
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Randolph and Hays will review the statutes for similar language to ensure consistency. 
 
 
32-1631.8 
This item will read as follows:  “The provision of consulting services electronically or in 
person by a person residing in another state and licensed to practice nursing in that state, 
provided the provision of services does not exceed six months in a calendar year and does 
not provide direct patient care.”  Hays will continue to review this statement as the word 
“provide” implies hands-on care and not solely consulting. 
 
 
Committee members returned to the suggested statutory changes document for review. 
 
32-1634.01 and .02 Qualifications of Foreign Graduate Professional Nurses; Application 
for License; Examination  
Members agreed to add:  “Require holding a license in good standing with no history of 
discipline in the country of the nursing education program that is of equivalent status to a 
US license and there is no history of any irregularity in an examination the applicant took 
to qualify for licensure.   
 
 
32-1636 Use of Title 
It was the consensus of the Committee to not include the technical changes for item.  
 
The words “upon payment of a one-time fee” will be deleted. 
 
Hays suggested the following: C. Allow retired nurses to use the RN pursuant to rules 
adopted by the Board, and under the authority of the Board to adopt rules for recognition 
of retired nurses. 
 
 
32-1641 Use of Title by Practical Nurse 
Randolph stated that the Board was asked to include both RNs and LPNs are able to use 
the title nurse.  Randolph stated that the statutes already reflect that RNs and LPNs can 
use the title, but people have requested a separate statute. 
 
Committee members accepted Harris’ suggestion to have one statute to addressed use of 
title by listing RN, LPN, and Advanced Practice Nurses.   
 
 
32-1642 Renewal of License; Failure to Renew; Renewal of Certification; Inactive 
 Members agreed to repeal transition to four-year license renewal schedule that has been 
implemented and is now out-of-date. 
 
 
32-1644 approval of Nursing Schools and Nursing Programs; Application; Maintenance 
of Standards 
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The following statement will be added as item ‘g’:  “The Board shall recognize CRNA 
programs that are accredited by the Council of Accreditation of Nurse Anesthesia 
Educational Programs or an equivalent agency as determined by the US Department of 
Education. 
 
32-1646 Nursing Assistant; Board Powers 
Temporary CNA certificate may be renewed by the Executive Director/Designee will not 
be added to 32-1646, but rather, the word “renew” will follow the word issue under 32-
1605.01B.3.   
 
Staff would like disciplinary action of Decree of Censure.  Randolph will research as to 
whether or not there are any federal rules barring disciplinary action for CNAs. 
 
 
ARTICLE 3. REGULATION 
 
32-1661.Administration of Anesthetics By a Registered Nurse; Definition 
Crawley offered this item may cause confusion with the public.  Committee members 
stated that it should be addressed in scope of practice of an RN.  Wojnakowski suggested 
that the item should have its own section, as the statement intonates that a registered 
nurse may administer anesthesia.  It was the consensus of the committee to not change 
32-1661. 
 
 
32-1662.Performance of technical Skills by a Practical Nurse 
Committee members agreed to delete this item.   
 
 
32-1663.Disciplinary Action 
Randolph and Hays will review language used in this section to be certain ensure clarity.  
Sections will be created to delineate disciplinary action for licenses, applicants, compact 
licenses, and schools. 
 
 
32-1663.01 Administrative Violations; Administrative Penalty 
Randolph addressed the Committee stating that this item pertains to non-disciplinary 
fines paid.  Randolph maintained that there may be other types of offenses besides failing 
to renew a license that may be better served by an administrative penalty rather than 
discipline.  This action will be included as an option for non-disciplinary matters. 
 
Restitution will be included as item D6.  Following the statement:  “If the Board finds 
after affording an opportunity to request and administrative hearing that a person who 
holds an Arizona nursing license has committed an act of unprofessional conduct it may 
do one or more of the following:”.   
 
 
32-1664.Investigation of Complaint; Hearing; Notice 



 

Committee members agreed to not include “subpoena service in person to produce 
documents in a timely manner”.  Members felt that it would not make a difference in 
obtaining documents.  Hays will review the statute BOMEX refers to for issuing 
subpoenas.  Committee will not add “school academic records” to L, and agreed to delete 
item “P”.  All other suggested technical changes were accepted by the Committee. 
 
Hays will include the statute 1451.01:  “In connection with the investigation by a Board 
or on its own motion, the Board or its duly authorized agent or employees at all 
reasonable time may examine and copy any documents, reports, records, or other 
physical evidence of the person it is investigating or that is in the possession of…” 
 
 
32-1666 
The word “recognized” will be added as well as “advanced practice nursing program”. 
 
Randolph and Hays will incorporate Committee suggestions and email the revised 
document for Committee review.  
 

IV. REVIEW OF TIMELINE  
 
This item was not discussed. 

 
V. CALL TO THE PUBLIC 
 
  There was no call to the public. 
 
VII. FUTURE TOPICS – DEBRIEFING 
 
  Hays will inform the Committee of sponsors. 
 

 Randolph and Hays will meet on November 9, 2007.  Actual statute changes will be 
distributed to the Committee for review via electronic mail.   

 
An official meeting date for the Nurse Practice Act Steering Committee was not 
scheduled.   
 

VIII. ADJOURNMENT 
 

There being no further business, Randolph adjourned the meeting at 3:50 p.m. 
 
 
 
Minutes Approved by:        11/01/07 
 Pamela Randolph, RN MS PNP Date 
   Associate Director of Education and Evidence Based Regulation 
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